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PROFESSIONALISM 



 

Adjective 

1. relating to or belonging to a profession. 

    "young professional people” 

 

2. engaged in a specified activity as one's main paid occupation rather than as an 

amateur. 

    "a professional tennis player" 

    

Noun 

    1. a person engaged or qualified in a profession. 

    "professionals such as lawyers and surveyors" 

    synonyms: white-collar worker, professional worker, office worker 

professional 

prəˈfɛʃ(ə)n(ə)l/ 

PROFESSIONALISM 



PROFESSIONALISM 

‘Belonging to a profession’ = 

‘Being qualified in a profession’ = 

Committing to remain fully up-to-date with 

your knowledge and skills (CPD) 

An independent assessment of your 

knowledge skills and experience 

Being part of a wider community 

Having a network with which you can engage 

All complying to a Code of Professional 

Conduct 



PROFESSIONALISM 



PROFESSIONALISM 



VIRTUOUS CIRCLE OF  

PROFESSION RECOGNITION 

Employers seek 
professional registration 

when recruiting and 
developing food safety 

specialists  

Employees see 
recognition as a way of 
improving their status 

and  employability 

Becoming registered 
and then maintaining 

CPD improves 
professionalism and 

motivation 

Confidence built with 
employers who have 

registrants supporting 
their compliance 

processes 



IFST’S REGISTER 

Our single register provides 

 four levels through which food safety 

 specialists can develop and progress 



DEVELOPING CONFIDENCE 

Retailers – knowing that their suppliers recognise 

and encourage the highest professional standards 

from their technical specialists 

Confidence will develop amongst: 

Regulators – knowing that food businesses deliver 

food safety processes using professionals who are 

capable and up-to-date with their knowledge  

HR recruiters - can use professional status as a 

‘shorthand’ for a level of experience and commitment 

Ultimately the consumer 



TRUST 

RESPONSIBILITY 

CONFIDENCE 
+ REPEATED DELIVERY =  



Are we content with current levels of 

regulation, auditing, consumer and 
media scrutiny? 

Will we demonstrate the 

responsibility – that we can be 

trusted to effectively self-

regulate in relation to food safety 
skills development?  

THE CHOICE… 

OR 



Thomas Jefferson 1789 
N” 

Whenever the people 

are well informed, they 

can be trusted with 

their own government; 

that whenever things 

get so far wrong as to 

attract their notice, 

they may be relied on 

to set them to rights. 

“ 



Freedom Responsibility 



IFST’S REGISTER 

Let’s seize the opportunity to 

demonstrate our 

professional responsibility  



THANK YOU 


