












There are some who want the present to be more like the past 
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An integrating concept to meet all primary challenges 

“Simultaneously raising productivity, increasing  

resource use efficiency and reducing negative 

environmental impacts of agriculture” 

OUTCOMES not MEANS 
 

DATA not DOGMA  
 

INCLUSIVE not EXCLUSIVE 
 

It’s BOTH – AND not EITHER - OR 

Producing as efficiently as  

possible on the smallest  

footprint of land capable of 

delivering (market) requirements  

is the “greenest” and usually the 

most profitable way to farm  

Sustainable IntensificationSustainable Intensification  



























More than twenty years (’86 – ’07) of plentiful, cheap food  

led globally (with exceptions) to: 

 
 Government complacency (but commercial innovation) 

 

 Disinvestment in technical skills, research capacity and  

 extension; 

 

 A change of primary focus (for public investment): 

  

environmental impact; 

  

socio-economic issues; 

 

 basic science. 

 

But we have now entered a different world…… 
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